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eloquence; nevertheless, his humility served only to show afterwards those
talents to more advantage and with greater lustre. For no virtue shines
brighter with learning than modesty, as nothing renders scholars more
odious or despicable than haughtiness and pride, which they discover by
their obstinacy and clamours.

Hugh, then Bishop of Die, but soon after Archbishop of Lyons, and
also cardinal legate of the holy see, was so charmed at first sight of the
saint when he happened to come to Valence that he would not be con-
tented till he had taken the good man into his household.   He employed
him in extirpating simony, and in many other affairs of importance.   In
1080, the Legate Hugh held a synod at Avignon, in which he took under
consideration the desolate condition and the grievous disorders into which
the church of Grenoble was sunk through the sloth and bad example of
its late mercenary pastor.   The eyes of the legate and of the whole council
were fixed on St Hugh as the person best qualified, by his virtue and
prudence, to reform these abuses and restore the ancient glory of that
church;  and with them the voice of the whole city conspired.   But his
reluctance and fears were not to be overcome till he was compelled by
the repeated commands of the legate and council.    The legate took our
newly appointed bishop with him to Rome, in order to his receiving the
episcopal consecration from the hands of Gregory VII, who then satin
the chair of St Peter.   The servant of God was glad of this opportunity
of consulting the vicar of Christ concerning his own conscience;  for
during a great part of his life he had been extremely molested with trouble-
some temptations of importunate blasphemous thoughts against the divine
providence.   Pope Gregory, who was a man very well versed in the interior
trial of souls, assured him that this angel of Satan was permitted by God,
in his sweet mercy, to buffet him only for his trial and crown:  which
words exceedingly comforted the saint, and encouraged him to bear his
cross with patience and joy.

The pious Countess Maud would needs be at the whole charge of
the ceremony of his consecration: she also gave him a crosier and other
episcopal ornaments, with a small library of suitable books, earnestly
desiring to be instructed by his good counsels and assisted by his prayers,
St Hugh, after his ordination, hastened to his flock; but being arrived at
Grenoble, could not refrain his tears, and was exceedingly afflicted and
terrified when he saw the diocese overrun with tares which the enemy
had sown while the pastor slept. He found the people in general immersed
in a profound ignorance of several essential duties of religion, and plunged
In vice and immorality. Some sins seemed by custom to have lost their
name, and men committed them without any scruple or sign of remorse.
The negligence and backwardness of many in frequenting the sacraments
indicated a total decay of piety, and could not fail introducing